
January 30, 2023 

Eppler Express 

 

What’s Inside: 

What’s Happening this Week at Eppler 

Upcoming Activities 

Additional Information: 

• School News & Information 

• Sports Information   

• Clubs & Organizations   

• District News 

• Educational Camps/Enrichment / 

Activities/Community Ed 

• In Case You Missed It 

• Power School / Naviance 

• Reward Programs 

_______________________________ 

Important Websites and Re-

sources: 

• Counseling Information 

• UHS Athletics Boosters   

• Eppler Website 

• Eppler Express 

• PaySchools 

• Student Handbook 

• UCS District Website 

• Report Bullying 

• PowerSchool Portal / Information 

• UCS District Calendar  

Eppler Chieftain 

Code of Conduct 

Chieftains are … 

 Respectful 

   Responsible 

     Reasonable 

Monday, January 30 Thursday, February 2 

• 7th / 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs  Jean-

nette @ Jeannette 

• 7th / 8th Grade Boys Basketball 

vs.Jeannette @ Eppler 

• Chess Club Meeting 3:00 - 4:00 pm Media 

Center 

 

• Homework Club, Media Center 

@ 2:55-3:55 pm 

• 7th / 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Shel-

by @ Eppler 

 

Tuesday, January 31 Friday, February 3 

• Homework Club, Media Center @ 

2:55-3:55 pm 

• Chieftain of the Month Lunch  Room 

106 11:45-12:45  **Rescheduled from 

01/27/23 

Wednesday, February 1 Saturday, February 4 

• None 

• Attention Student Council Members!  The 

01/25/26  afternoon student council meeting 

has been rescheduled for February 1st at 3:00 in 

Mrs. Berg's room.  If you already attended the 

morning meeting, you do not need to attend. 

• None 

  

Sunday,  February 5 

• None 

  

Winter Wonderland 

Dance  

3:00—5:00 pm  

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/1006
https://sites.google.com/site/uhsathleticboosters/home
http://eppler.uticak12.org/
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/999
https://parent.payschools.com/categories.asp?id=73BBF449EB5F47F7A4F23BFB4D640BCD&
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Domain/4
mailto:marla.ostrom@uticak12.org
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/Documents/Desktop/Eppler%20Express.dochttps:/mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/2#calendar1/20221209/month


Report Card Information 
 

 
Important—Second Semester Report Card Information 

 
Second semester report cards will be available only through PowerSchool accounts. Please note, the report card link is not available through the 
PowerSchool App. Parents will need to use a browser (Edge, Chrome, Safari, etc.). If you use only the PowerSchool App, we recommend you try 
to log on through a browser. If you need to reset your password, please see the directions at this link. If you need assistance, please call 586-797-
2900 or email karen.miscovich@uticak12.org . 

  
For more information on how report cards will be shared, where to access the report cards, how to request a new password or set up a Pow-
erSchool account, please see this link. 

 
Report cards will be available through PowerSchool beginning at noon on Monday, January 9, 2023 

 
Below are some links to helpful videos 

 

• How to make a PowerSchool parent portal account  : Click through tutorial: https://ior.ad/8OJY  OR Video tutorial: https://youtu.be/
vLgq4YtjTxM 

• How to download report cards Click through tutorial: https://ior.ad/8PRj 

• How to download NWEA reports Click through tutorial: https://ior.ad/8BQs 

• How to reset a PowerSchool password Click through tutorial: https://ior.ad/8OUf  

  Parent Access for Schoology 

                            
 

 

 

Parents/Guardians,   
 
Did you know that you can have a parent account for your child's 
Schoology classes?  You can access each of their classes, as well as  
the counseling department's Schoology page.  The counseling page 
has many resources ranging from support groups and therapy to  
community resources for help with everyday problems.  If you would 
like access to your child's Schoology account (this is different 
than PowerSchool), you can contact the main office at 586-797-2900 
to request your child's 12-digit-code and instructions.  

School News & Information 

Vision and Mission Statements 

                            
Our Vision Statement:  Eppler Junior High School, in partnership with our community, will empower students to achieve their full poten-
tial and become productive contributors in a diverse society.  

Eppler Junior High School Mission Statement:  The Eppler community will collaborate to foster a safe, respectful, and inclusive learn-

ing environment that will inspire growth, excellence, and achievement.  

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/997
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/2450
https://ior.ad/8OJY
https://youtu.be/vLgq4YtjTxM
https://youtu.be/vLgq4YtjTxM
https://ior.ad/8PRj
https://ior.ad/8BQs
https://ior.ad/8OUf


Credit Recovery 

 

Specialty Programs 8th Grade 

Attention  CURRENT 8TH GRADE PARENTS  

Any 8th grade students interested in applying for any of the specialty programs offered in UCS, please visit the fol-
lowing link.  Applications for the 2023-2023 school year will be accepted through 4:00 pm 1/17/23   01/31/23 

To apply for a UCS specialty program, please follow this link. 

***Due to inclement weather resulting in an early dismissal on Wednesday and the closure of school yesterday, we know that many stu-

dents were not able to get all their questions answered about the specialty programs. Therefore, the application window  has been ex-

tended to Tuesday, January 31, at 4 p.m.  

https://www.tfaforms.com/401910


Freshman Trip May 2023 

2023-2024 9th Grade Fieldtrip 

Attention  CURRENT 8TH GRADE PARENTS / NEXT YEAR’S freshmen class 

Please take a moment to fill out the survey below regarding the Class of 2027 9th Grade Field Trip 

2023/2024 9th Grade Field Trip Survey (surveymonkey.com)  

 

Winter Dance  

 

Winter Wonderland Dance 

Friday, February 3rd        

3:00 pm— 5:00 pm 

Admission at Door 

 

LINK TO REGISTER 

Class code: EJH2365 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P5HRMTS
https://www.studentadventures.org/trips/EJH2365/Eppler-Junior-High-9th-Grade-Trip-CPT-Cedar-Point


Lunch Deliveries  

                            
                              Food Deliveries: Food that is delivered by a service such as Door Dash or Grub Hub will not be permitted at Eppler.                           

D                          due to school safety concerns and the disruption to the school day, we cannot accommodate such deliveries.              
W                         we ask that all students bring their own lunch or buy a lunch from the cafeteria.  If a student forgets their             
l                            lunch, they may borrow against their lunch account in the cafeteria, or a parent may drop off a lunch for their 
student. However, if the food dropped off is from a restaurant, the student will be asked to eat it in the Main Office during their 
lunch hour. Coffee, smoothies, and outside breakfast brought in the school in the morning must be consumed before going into 
first hour. This is the practice that takes place at the high school level and Eppler is aligning with Utica High in order to provide 
consistent expectations for our students.  If you would like to apply for the free or reduced lunch program, or to establish a lunch 
account for your child, please click here. 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your support.  
  

Dress Code Rules - REMINDER 

  
Dress code: 

Please address the following dress code items with your child: 
• Hoods/hats are not to be worn in the building. 
• Clothing must not show bare mid-drifts, shoulders, cut too low or any derogatory or drug/alcohol messages. 

Student Drop-off after 8:00am 
  

Parents, please be aware that there is often no need to come into the building when you are dropping off your 
child at school if they are late or after an appointment. The only reasons we will require you to come into the build-
ing are if you are picking up your child, for which you will need ID, or if you are dropping off anything for your child, 
which we ask that you label for their pick-up. Other than that, please feel free to stay in your warm and dry vehicle 
(on cold and rainy days) and enjoy whatever you may be listening to from your playlist! Thank you!! 
  

Parent Student Handbooks 
  

Please use the following link to access the Parent and Student Handbooks for the 2022-2023 school year. Please 

note that there are separate handbooks for Grades 7-8, and Grades 9-12. Please see the updated attendance poli-

cies on pages 3-6 in the Grades 7-8 Handbook, and pages 2-7 in the Grades 9-12 Handbook. 

  

http://utica.ss9.sharpschool.com/handbook 

  

Lost and Found 

                            

  

Eppler Lost and Found - Before replacing your student's lost item, ask your 
 child to check the Lost and Found Table  across from the Counseling Office.   

 
 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147


Eppler Chieftain Pride Donation Program 

  

 

Thank you to those families that have donated!  You are truly appreciated!! 
  

Life Skills Accepting Donations 

Mrs. Rumel needs your help!!  The life skills class is gladly accepting donations of the more common used supplies  the class.  

Donations can be dropped off to the school, please be sure to put Life Skills or Mrs. Rumel’s name on the donation.  We just 

kindly ask that the items are not expired or opened and are nut free.   

Below are the most commonly used items in our class: 

 Sugar (white or brown) Marshmallows (large and mini) 

Rice Krispy cereal Non-stick cooking spray 

Butter Flour 

Cake Mixes Brownie Mixes 

Frosting Spaghetti Sauce 

Pizza Sauce Chocolate Chips (white, dark, milk, cinnamon, etc.) 

INSTANT pudding (Chocolate is most commonly used) Oreos 

ANY disinfectant cleaners for kitchens without bleach Aluminum Foil 

Vegetable/Canola oil Sandwich and gallon baggies 

Paper Plates or cups or silverware Kleenex 

Dish Soap Hand soap 



Calling All Shoppers! 

Eppler has a reward program at Kroger. All you have to do is shop, swipe your card, and Eppler gets cash back! The Kroger Com-

munity Rewards program makes fundraising easy by donating based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your Card  all you 

have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Shopper’s Card. Here’s how :  

 

 

• Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click Sign in the upper right-hand corner 

• Put the email address and password used to enroll your card 

• Go to “Savings & Rewards”, then “Kroger Community Rewards”, I’m a Custom-

er” 

• Enter the group number EJ598 or search  Eppler Junior High School 

• Click on the organization then click “Enroll” 

NJHS – Planet Green Fundraiser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who have donated to Planet Green! We have raised over $400 over the last 
couple of years by recycling used ink cartridges and electronics!  Planet Green is no longer 
accepting used electronics.  They are only accepting ink cartridges.  Please continue to send 
those into Mrs. Byron in room 19! Thank you! 
 
NJHS is doing a yearlong fundraiser with Planet Green. Please send in Inkjet cartridges (NO 
toner or laser cartridges) to room 19. NJHS sends them to Planet Green, and then Planet 
Green sends Eppler a check! This fundraiser helps the environment and our school! NJHS 
members can receive one hour for every 5 items, but everybody is encouraged to participate!  

Reward Programs 



Eppler Daily Schedule 

HALF—DAY  Dismissal @ 11:02 AM 

Eppler Friends Helping Families 

  



Eppler Cell Phone/Device Policy 

  

 
  



Updated Student ID’s Rules 

  
Student IDs: 
Since all of our students have now had their pictures taken, it is required that they wear their ID on a lanyard during school 
hours.  The lanyard is to be around their neck, not under a shirt or in a backpack.  If your child needs a new lanyard, please 
have them stop in at the main office to get one.  Starting the week of September 20th, there will be random ID checks 
made.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
The barcode on the ID will be linked to your child’s lunch account so the ID will be scanned when purchasing 

items using an account. 
  



Eppler Clubs & Organizations 

Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) 

  
The following is a list of dates and times of the Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) meeting throughout the school 
year.  All parents are invited and welcome to attend.  All meetings will be held in the Media Center from 9:05 am – 10:00 am.  
We look forward to seeing you!  

 
 

Monday, September 26 @ 9:05 am 
Tuesday, October 25 @ 9:05 am  
Tuesday, November 15   @ 9:05 am 
Monday, December 12   @ 9:05 am 
Tuesday, January 24       @ 9:05 am 

Monday, February 27    @ 9:05 am 
Wednesday, March 22         @ 9:05 am 
Tuesday, April 25            @ 9:05 am 
Wednesday, May 24             @ 9:05 am 

NJHS  Current 9th grade  by invitation only 

  

NJHS Students, please see below for meeting dates. You are required to attend EITHER the morning meeting or the 
afternoon meeting. If for some reason there is a conflict with the meeting date, please make sure to talk to Mrs. 
Gleason in room 132 OR email her as soon as possible at scarlet.gleason@uticak12.org. Sports practices are not an 
excused absence.  
 

Reminder: 8 hours due by January 31, 2023  
Wednesday March 1, 2023 7:30am  or 3:00pm in the media center  
Wednesday: May 3, 2023 7:30am or 3:00pm in the media center  

Induction: Spring TBD 
 
 

Please Note:  NJHS invitations have gone out to qualifying students.  Applications are due 02/01/23.  
No late applications will be accepted!  You can pick up an application in room 132.  If you have any 

questions, please see Mrs. Gleason 

ESAB 
 ` 

We Need Volunteers 

We still have a couple of clubs/organizations without sponsors and could use YOUR help in re-launching these groups to give 
interested students a wonderful opportunity! 

  
Please contact Mr. Pantano at gerard.pantano@uticak12.org if interested in helping with: 

           Robotics Club                                              Cultural Diversity Club 
  

mailto:gerard.pantano@uticak12.org


School Store 

Show Your School Spirit 
 

Eppler hoodies are back in stock  
They say Chieftains across the front, so they can also represent Utica High in the future!  Cost is $28 for adult small through 
extra large.  There will also be a limited amount of 2xl and 3xl available for $30.  We also have embroidered Chieftain socks 
in orange or black.  We are running a special on the socks for just $10!  You can choose orange or black.   

2022-2023 Yearbook 

 

2023 Eppler Junior  High 
Yearbook Order Form 

Now is the time to order your yearbook!  All orders must be place directly through Jostens,  
go to JOSTENSYEARBOOKS.COM/ 

Order yours by March 1, 2023 

http://www.jostensyearbooks.com/


EPPLER JUNIOR HIGH 

AFTER-SCHOOL HOMEWORK CLUB 
 

At Eppler Junior High School, we want to help your child have a successful school year.  The Homework Club 

will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:55 PM to 3:55 PM in the Eppler Media Center.  Students 

can use this time to get academic assistance, complete assignments, work on projects, and/or study for tests.  A 

few high school tutors are usually available.  Students can ask the teacher in charge if there are tutors available 

that day. 

Each student should bring all necessary materials and books to the media center by 2:55 PM.  Please be ad-

vised that if a student comes to Homework Club with nothing to work on, he/she will not be admitted to 

Homework Club that day. All students will be expected to remain in the Media Center until 3:55 PM.  Stu-

dents will need to sign in each day that they participate.  Students need to arrange for their own transportation 

home.  

If you would like your child to be able to attend Homework Club, please complete the bottom portion of this 

form and have your child bring it with him/her the first time they attend Homework Club (only one slip is 

needed, and the student may come as often as they like for the school year). Phone calls and other notes will 

not be accepted in place of this signed permission slip. 

If you have any questions regarding Homework Club, please contact your child’s school counselor (Last names 

A-K:  Marla.Ostrom@uticak12.org / Last names L-Z:  Autumn.Blanchard@uticak12.org). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

EPPLER HOMEWORK CLUB PERMISSION SLIP 

 

My child, (please print)_________________________________, grade _______, has my permission to partici-

pate in Homework Club.  I understand that it is my responsibility to provide transportation for my child at the 

end of the session.  My child understands that it is his/her responsibility to arrive on time, to bring all nec-

essary materials to the Media Center, and to be prepared to work.  My child also understands that Eppler 

Junior High school rules apply and will be enforced.  Misbehavior can lead to dismissal from being a  

participant in the Homework Club.  Students will sign in, and if I ever want to verify my student’s attendance, I 

will contact my child’s school counselor. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _________________________________  Date:         _________ 

 

Student Signature:    _________________________________ 

Homework Club 

  
 
 



Chess Club 

                                                                                              
                                                                                    Chess Club is up and running! Meetings are held every   Monday 

                                                                                             in the media center from 3—4 PM.  
                                                                                                  See Mrs. Byron, room 19 for more details.                       

  
 ` 

Student Council                                

Student Council is sponsoring Fun Friday Spirit Days!  Every month we will have a new theme.  

6th hour teachers will tally home may students participate for each grade and a prize  

will be awarded at the end of the semester  

 

February Fun Fridays: VACATION T-SHIRTS 

 
 

Eppler Booster Club                                                We need you!!  Please help!! 
  

The Eppler Athletics Boosters are looking for a few good volunteers!  Unfortunately, if we do not get any volunteers, we will 
have to shut down the group.  The boosters have been an integral part of many improvements at the school - water filling 
stations, providing needed equipment for teams, gym decor update, end of season pizza parties for all teams, just to name a 
few. Most importantly, we are also in need of a  
parent or couple of parents that can be responsible for the concession stands at the  
home games. 
          If you are interested in either please contact Mr. Paul at eric.paul@uticak12.org 

  

Eppler & Utica H.S. Sports 

UHS Baseball Workouts 

 
Utica Baseball will begin winter workouts in December.   

Any interested 7th-9th grade baseball players please fill out this form to register.  
 

https://forms.office.com/r/QDsxyB60ta 

***Attention Student Council Members!  The afternoon student council meeting 

has been rescheduled for Tuesday, February 1st at 3:00 in Mrs. Berg's room.  If you 

already attended the morning meeting, you do not need to attend. 

mailto:eric.paul@uticak12.org


7th/8th Grade Girls Basketball 

                                                                                              
                                                                                   ` 

7th/8th Grade Boys Basketball 

                                                                                              
                                                                                   ` 

***The  01/26/23  

girls game Eppler @ 

Bemis  has been re-

scheduled for 

02/08/23. 7th Grade 

4:00 followed by 8th 

grade game. 



PowerSchool/Naviance/Text Messaging Service 

PowerSchool– Click here to go to the district’s PowerSchool website 

  

Parent Portal Access through PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is the district's student information system used for scheduling, attendance, grades, and delivery of report 
cards.  Please find more information below on how to create and access your Parent Portal Account.  

To login, visit: http://ps.ucs.misd.net/public 
 
Due to an update to PowerSchool, parents who had a PowerSchool account prior to August 2, 2022 must reset their pass-
word to login. Please follow these directions to update your password. 
 
Below are useful documents for you to reference and take full advantage of PowerSchool: 

Parents:   Create a Parent Portal Account 

 Helpful Tips for our PowerSchool Parent Portal:  Click here for info on how to reset your password.  
 
PowerSchool Mobile App: 
1. Download the PowerSchool Parent App through your device's GooglePlay or Apple App Store. 
2. Enter the UCS district code: NKDJ (all capitalized) 
3. When logging in through your mobile app, you will use the same username/password that you use to login through your 
desktop. 
 
Questions? Contact your home school to help with your PowerSchool questions.  
  

Text Messaging Service 

 

https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://utica.ss9.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=46286703
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/994
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/997
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088


Naviance 

  
Utica Community Schools has partnered with Naviance to provide a variety of tools for achievement through academic, career 
and college planning. These tools are located in Naviance Student, a website for students and families to access online re-
sources, communicate with school staff and work on college and career readiness activities with your school and family. 
  
Click here for the updated parent brochure with more information and step-by-step instructions. 

  Subscribe to Eppler Calendar Alerts 
  
To subscribe to email alerts for the Eppler calendar: 
 
Go to the Eppler calendar 

Click on the subscribe to email alerts icon → 

Select the type of alert wanted 
  

Monday, February 6 Thursday, February 9 
• Chess Club Meeting 3:00 - 4:00 pm Media Center 

• 7th / 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Heritage @ Eppler 

 

 

• Homework Club, Media Center @ 2:55-3:55 pm 

 

Tuesday, February 7 Friday, February 10 

• Eppler Student Advisory Board (ESAB) Meeting 3:05 pm - 

4:05 pm Room 122 

• Homework Club, Media Center @ 2:55-3:55 pm 

• None 

Wednesday, February 8 Saturday, February 11 

• 7th / 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Bemis @ Bemis  4:00 • None 

  

Sunday,  February 12 

• None 

  

 Click here to view the 2022-2023 District Calendar 

Upcoming Activities                                                                                                        Back to Menu 

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/129
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/64#calendar34/20221214/month
https://whttps:/www.uticak12.org/Page/2#calendar1/20221214/month


District News 

To complete your nomination, please click this link Make-A-Difference AWARD 

https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/ERPCLutp1RdMo-lMIjSuSxsBRT8OwnF6TZgxC2g5NZR9hg?e=92T2sb


 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/course/1508/winter-spring-2023%E2%80%941/sacc-mid-winter-break-camp#9990-ws23
https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/course/1508/winter-spring-2023%E2%80%941/sacc-mid-winter-break-camp#9990-ws23


FREE Online Tutoring 
  

Do you need one-on-one 

 help with your homework? 
  

To access the free tutoring: 

• On your ClassLink dashboard, select Virtual Library Card - Tutor.com (the orange 

icon with the letter "t" on it). 

o You will need your PowerSchool number to log in.  You can email your coun-

selor to ask for your PowerSchool number (Marla.Ostrom@UticaK12.org or 

Autumn.Blanchard@UticaK12.org).  To log in: 

• Barcode:  ucs########## (ucs followed by PowerSchool number) 

• Your password is your 2-digit birth month and 2-digit 

birth day (example 0408 for April 8) 

o Choose GET A TUTOR NOW.  If you want a short tutorial on how the site 

works, you can select Take the tour. 

o You can use the chat feature to ask specific questions or even take a picture 

of your assignment for your tutor to see. 
 

Tutoring 

  



Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC)  

                                                                    
   
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?

edit_requested=true   

  

The Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC) is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting, enhancing and celebrating the Clinton River, 
its watershed and Lake St. Clair. They provide residents, schools, govern-
ments, businesses and other community groups with wide-ranging pro-
grams and events to ensure a healthy Clinton River Watershed for us all.  
Please see attached link to participate in a watershed survey.  

CARE 

District Calendar 

            

  
We are pleased to share with you the calendars for the next two school years. To view 

the calendars, please see this link:  

http://uticak12.org/ucscalendaroverview.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?edit_requested=true
http://uticak12.org/ucscalendaroverview




UCS Calming Room for Students 

  
Students – Check out and explore the new Virtual Calming Room by UCS.  Click the link below, and then click on the Calming Room 
icon.  THANK YOU! 
  
It has tons of ways to relax and de-stress before exams (and after): 

*Coloring and creativity                                       *Visual relaxation 
*Guided meditation                                              *Smartphone apps 
*Puzzles and games                                            *Sounds and music 
*Exercise                                                              *Mindfulness 
*Live animal cameras                                           *Yoga 

 
  

UCS Calming Room - Utica Community Schools (uticak12.org) 

  
Check out Monday Moments, COVID-19 Support Services, Macomb Food Program and more at: 

www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness 

https://uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=44263948
http://www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness




UCS Wellness Podcast 
  
The UCS Wellness team is happy to announce the tenth episode (Self-Regulation Strategies) of their podcast series. The team worked with 
community members to create a podcast regarding different areas of physical, mental, and social health for UCS staff, students, and fami-
lies. These podcasts are available on the UCS Wellness page. UCS Wellness - Utica Community Schools (uticak12.org) 

 Below is a list of the podcasts available on the Wellness page: 

• Mental Health with guest, Nancy Buyle 

• Grief and the Grieving Process for Children 

• Family Communication 

• CARE of Southeastern Michigan 

• Discussing Dating Violence with Turning Point 

• Tackling Tough Topics with the Macomb County Sheriff’s Office 

• Our Youth and Vaping 

• Youth and Suicide Prevention 

• The Detour Project 

• Self-Regulation Strategies 

 
  

Virtual Library Card 

  
Students and staff can access their Virtual Library account located on their ClassLink dashboard. The Virtual Library Card gives 
students  access to digital resources from the local library and the virtual library card - Tutor.com provides online tutoring and home-

work help for students.  

 
  
 

  
  
 

https://uticak12.org/ucs_wellness


Virtual Library Card – Tutor.com 

  
  
 

  

Free and Reduced-Priced Meals Application Expire 

  
  
 

 Last year’s free and reduced-price applications expired on Thursday, October 13, 2022. 
  
As required by federal guidelines, students without an approved 2022-2023 Free and Reduced Meal Application on file 
will pay full price for all breakfast and lunch meals beginning October 14, 2022. Families must fill out a new applica-
tion form located at https://utica.familyportal.cloud today in order for benefits to continue. 

  
Please direct any questions to Food and  Nutrition Services ext. 1180. 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/


How-To Guide for School Meals-Secondary Schools 

  

  

  
 

  
https://Utica.familyportal.cloud                      https://uticak12.org/foodservice                             https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/ 

  

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://uticak12.org/foodservice
https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/


UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

  



Family Portal Replacing “Send Money to School”  

  
Attention all families: Sendmoneytoschool.com, the site used to deposit funds to your student’s meal account, has been replaced. Please 

begin using https://utica.familyportal.cloud to deposit funds. If you currently have an account with sendmoneytoschool.com your children will 

be moved over to the new account after completing registration. 
  
Please view this video showing how to create an account on the new website: https://utica.familyportal.cloud/tutorials. 

  
This site also contains the link to apply for free and reduced price meals. As a reminder, the USDA subsidized free meal program ended June 
30, 2022. Families without an approved free or reduced price meal application will be charged the full meal price next school year. You can 
apply for the 2022-2023 school year as early as July 1. 

  

How-To Video for School Meals link with your school community: https://youtu.be/ukSHx6zqPro 

  Enroll New Student 

   On-Line UCS Registration Form   (Important - Please have the documents referenced above ready before 
you begin this process as they are required to register).  
 
Once you complete the registration, you will receive directions to set up an account through our student 
management system - PowerSchool Unified Classroom. The email will come 
from Enrollment@uticak12.org. For help setting up a PowerSchool Unified Classroom, please visit this page 
for directions on creating a student account.  

Football Skills Camp 

 

Community Ed 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://utica.familyportal.cloud/tutorials
https://youtu.be/ukSHx6zqPro
https://ecollect.accelaschool.com/utica
mailto:Enrollment@uticak12.org
https://www.uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=10577069
https://www.uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=10577069


Art Box Studio 

 



 

A short note from Mrs. Cunningham 

                            

Dear Parents and Students: 
 

I am writing this letter with some happiness and some sadness.  It is time for me to say goodbye to Eppler Junior High.  At the 
end of the month, I will be retiring from my position in Utica Community Schools.  Throughout my career, I have been at mul-
tiple buildings: Shelby Junior High, Davis Junior High, Joan C Seargeant Instructional Resource Center, Henry Ford II High 
School and finally Eppler Junior High.  During my time here, I have said over and over again that there is no other building, 
staff, students, parents and community that compare.  This truly is a one-of-a-kind school family and I will miss my daily inter-
action with everybody, but it is time for me to start the next chapter in my life. 
 

I also want to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you the happiest of holidays.  May you enjoy time with 
family and friends, and take some time to recharge. 
 
Mrs. Cunningham 

We regret to inform you that three of our finest staff members have decided to retire at the end of 

A short note from Mrs. Ostrom 

                            

Dear Parents and Students, 
 
I have spent the last 18 ½ years as a counselor at Eppler Junior High, and I consider the people here to be my family.  My fa-
vorite thing about Eppler is the small hometown feel.  For many of you, I have worked with multiple children in your family, 
and I have gotten to know some of your families very well.  I want to share with you that I will be retiring at the end of De-
cember to start a new endeavor.  There will be a new counselor assigned to students with last names A-K. This was a difficult 
decision, because I love Eppler so much. It has been my pleasure to work with you over the years, and I have really enjoyed 
getting to know your children.  They are in good hands at Eppler.  This staff truly cares about your children.  I hope you all 
have a wonderful holiday break! 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Mrs. Ostrom 

A short note from Mr. Bernabei 

                            

To the Eppler Junior High Family, 
 
After 30 years with the UCS, I have decided to retire from public teaching.  It is bittersweet because I absolutely love teaching 
and was blessed to work with many amazing students and staff.  As a Social Studies teacher, my goal was never to teach His-
tory, but to try to develop History makers.  I hope that I was able to do that with some of the many awesome students that 
came thru my classroom doors. 
 
I know teachers typically leave at the end of the school year, but another opportunity has presented itself and it works best 
for me and my family.  I pray that all of you have a blessed, peaceful and safe Christmas and second semester.  Remember to 
always be humble, grateful and to treat others how you would want to be treated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Bernabei 

In Case You Missed It 



Toys for Tots—NEW 
                            

Caught Being Kind 

                            
 
 
 
 
 
This year the counseling office is starting a fun program called "Caught Bring Kind"! Teachers and staff are recognizing moments when stu-
dents are going out of their way to be kind to someone and performing an act of kindness.  Then each month we are going around to class-
rooms and rewarding the students who were "Caught Being Kind".  Kindness is contagious and we want the students to know we see ap-
preciate that! The following students were rewarded recently:  
 

Carley Kleist,  Audrey Hinton,  Aiden Wenberg,  Grace Ealy,  Salem Elrod,  Jayson Tupo,  Nick Florio,  Chloe Wilson,  Isabella Kashat,   
Jacob Solomon,  Salem Eldrod,  Drake McKinnis,  Vata Margilaj,  Leonia Maclin,  Ava Ricketts,  Jonah Youno,  Kendall Abro,  Emmerson 
Kraemer,   Madilyn Fehn,  Loriano Mio,  Jaxson Readitt,  Alenya Margilaj,  Lauryn McConachie 

Great Job Everyone!            



Eppler Wings 

                            
 

 

 

 

 

Eppler gives you wings, where will you go? Numerous NJHS & AVID students created a wing mural out of college pennants. The  
pennants that have been used as the feathers of the wings represent the opportunities available to Eppler students who get the most 
out of their three years here.  Serious students are taking a big step towards "soaring" to higher levels of achievement and success.  
 
We invite students to visit the media center and stand between the college pennant wings for a photo. Please make sure students ask a 
staff member before using their phones for a picture.  
 
Picture below: 9th graders, Anya Alband and Ashly Ritter. Anya and Ashly are both NJHS students as well as AVID students and  
volunteered hours after school to make this vision come to life 



Chieftain of the Month 

  
Congrats to our November Chieftains of the Month!  

Nikolas Lulgjuraj, Tylor Bolis, Lucas Abro, Carl Vetimiglia, Anthony Camilleri, Yousif Gorgees, Kayden Crute, Lily Seitz, Gianna Ligoncki, 
Angelina Bshara, Alyssa Jones and Hollye Kilburg 

Great Job Everyone!            



Pink Out 

  
  
  
 

Football 

 

Cheer 

8th Grade vs Shelby 

7th Grade Volleyball 



Pep Assembly 





What’s Your Superpower? 

                            
 

 

 

 

 


